
Update on the Parish Priorities Statement 
 

Firstly, what is this and why bother? 
 
This is an important document, requested by the South Downs National Park Authority as 
part of their consultation with Parishes across the whole of the Park. It will inform their 
review of the SDNPA planning policy – and inform the updated ‘Local Plan’ for the Park. 
 
The idea is that Parish Priorities Statements provide an evidence-based statement of the 
views of the local community. In effect it’s about the only way we can ensure our voice is 
heard. 
 
We can’t pretend our views will guarantee changes of plan by the SDNPA, and we didn’t 
HAVE to do it, but it gives our views a ‘place at the table’ and if we didn’t do it our voice 
would most certainly not be heard.  
 

Where have we got to? 
 
We have working draft of the Slindon Parish Priorities Statement - summarising your views. 
This was drafted by the Working Party in collaboration with the Parish Council. At the time 
of writing (mid-September) there is a lot of ‘i-dotting’ and ‘t-crossing’ to be done, but the 
basics and the thinking are largely agreed. We are well on track to have a finalised 
Statement ready to submit to SDNPA, and meet their deadline (18 October).  
 

What next? 
 
Although this was done for the SDNPA it is notable that LOTS of issues have emerged that 
will help the Parish Council – in terms of providing a very clear statement of the wishes, 
views and priorities of the Parishioners. As such it will provide guidance on ‘setting the 
agenda’ for the work of the Parish Council and provide a sound basis to help their decision-
making. 
 
It will provide similar guidance for a number of other village organisations as well. 
 
We will of course make the Parish Priority Statement available to all (once it’s been 
submitted to the SDNPA). At the moment we’re not sure what form that will take – maybe a 
public meeting in Coronation Hall as well as sharing via the Parish Council website etc.  
Watch out for the details. 
 
FINALLY, we must, once again, thank you all for taking part and giving us your views. So 
many of you took part in the consultation process and without your careful, thoughtful and 
considered views we could never had come up the high-quality document we have been 
able to write. Your support is very much appreciated, 
 
The PPS Working Party & the Parish Council 
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