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SLINDON PARISH COUNCIL 

FLAG FLYING POLICY 

Flag flying is under the jurisdiction of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sports. 

Slindon Parish Council owns two flagpoles, one is opposite Slindon Coronation Hall and the 

other is by the pavilion on the Recreation Ground, and 4 flags (2 Union and 2 Sussex Day 

Flags).  

Two Flag Officers have been appointed, each with responsibility for a designated flagpole 
for which a small honorarium may be paid. 
 

Flying of flags 
The Council may at any time and at its sole discretion decide on the use of the flagpoles, the 

flags it flies and on which days, subject to any prevailing legislation or guidance. 

There are designated days1 when the Union Flag must be flown on UK Government buildings 

by command of Her Majesty the Queen, although UK Government buildings are now 

encouraged to fly the Union Flag all year around. 

➢ The Union Flag will fly on designated days only and not all year round.  
 

➢ The Union Flag will be flown at half-mast at times of national mourning or at times of  
disaster which, in the opinion of the Chairman of the Council merit this.  
 

➢ Flags fly at full-mast on Remembrance Sunday. 
 
➢ Flags will not be flown during severe weather e.g. (predicted winds in excess of 45mph). 
 
➢ Flags may only be hoisted by persons authorised by the Council.  

➢ The Sussex Day Flag will fly on Sussex Day, 16 June. 
 
In the event of any dispute or query, the Chairman will have absolute discretion. 
 
  

General Maintenance and Storage 
➢ Flags must be treated with respect, maintained in good condition and stored safely 
 

 
1 Union Flag flying guidance for UK Government Buildings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/designated-days-for-union-flag-flying
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➢ Flagpoles must be inspected each month to check their condition and cleaned at least 
once a year. 

 

➢ Flags will be kept at the home of the Flag Officers. Keys to the flagpole will be held by 

the Flag Officers and Chairman of the Council.  

The Proper Disposal of Flags  
When a flag is no longer in a suitable condition for use, it should be destroyed in a dignified 

way, for example by burning, tearing or cutting into strips that no longer resemble the 

original flag. 

Designated days for flying the Union Flag on UK Government Buildings 2022 
• 6 February: Her Majesty’s Accession 
• 1 March: St David’s Day (in Wales) 
• 14 March: Commonwealth Day (second Monday in March) 
• 17 March: St. Patrick’s Day (in Northern Ireland) 
• 21 April: Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 
• 23 April: St George’s Day (in England) 
• 2 June: Coronation Day 
• 2 June: Official celebration of Her Majesty’s Birthday 
• 13 November: Remembrance Day (second Sunday in November) 
• 14 November: Birthday of the Prince of Wales 
• 30 November: St Andrew’s Day (in Scotland) 
Also: 

The day of the opening of a Session of the Houses of Parliament by Her Majesty; and 
the day of the prorogation of a Session of the Houses of Parliament by Her Majesty. 
Flags should be flown on these days even if Her Majesty does not perform the 
ceremony in person; flags need to be flown in the Greater London area. 

 

Authoritative information on flag flying can be found on the website of the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. Half-mast means the flag is flown two-
thirds of the way up the flagpole, with at least the height of the flag between the top 
of the flag and the top of the flagpole. When a flag is to be flown at half-mast, it 
should first be raised all the way to the top of the mast, allowed to remain there for a 
second and then be lowered to the half-mast position. When it is being lowered from 
half-mast, it should again be raised to the top of the mast for a second before being 
fully lowered. 
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